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Leon Boseh demonstrates a natural allin-
ity with the origins, aims and virtuosity
ol Bottesini's  music.  He  finds  an
admirable partner in pianist Sung-Suk
Kang, who mounlds her contribution
faithfully and sensitively to his lead.
Bosch's programme particularly high-
lights his sonorous, lvrical plaving stvle
and musicianship, as demonstrated in his
performances of the Meditazione (Aria
di Bacl), the quasi-operatic Elegy, the
Romanza  Patetica  (Mélodie), with its
telling phrasing and ervstal clear har-
monics, and the contemplative Réverie.
His readings of the solemn Romanza
Dranunatica (Elégie) and the passionate
Adagio par Ernst further emphasise his
expansive lyricism and careful shaping of
the line, allowing time for the introduc-
tion ol some agrecable rubato.  His
characterful account of the Gavotta con-
trasts clegance with humonr and  his
Tarantella combines a laudably Nexible
approach to the introduction with a rela-
tively steady version of the main dance
section. Nevertheless, Bosel is musically
commanding throughout, even if some
imperfections ol intonation remain and
his dynamic range seems relatively small.
The  Fantasic  Sonnambula — and
Capriceio i Bravura find Bosch in
more  volatile  form.  He  dispatehes
the  Fantasic's introduction with  flair
and imagination, kumches into ‘Dan
pensiero” and Ah! Non giunege mman
pensicro” with style and  feeling and
gges  the  crescendo ol virtuosity
towards the climactic conclusion with
skill and ¢lan. Following Kang's calm
piano introduction, Bosch brings to the
Capriceio a winning spontaneity, lyricism,
panache and range of colour, With the
benelit of a warmly resonant recording,
these are persuasive performances which
carry one along, cocooned in the rich,
sonorous tone of Bosch's Gagliano,



